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Dear Cllr Sutton 
 
 
 Following our meeting on 19 March, I promised to come back to you regarding the 
discussions we had about the A1.  
 
We talked about the various options for the New Road Junction and in particular a 
roundabout. I mentioned that this had already been looked at and I would come back to 
you with the outcome. Having looked at the review that was carried out a few years ago, 
the conclusion was that a Roundabout at this location would not be beneficial as the 
delay to the traffic travelling along the A1 would be too great and meant that it would not 
be economically viable. I also feel that as the local community have been concerned 
about the number of roundabouts on the A1 through Bedfordshire, adding another 
roundabout would not support the overall aim of the town Council to realise a Sandy 
Bypass (as you know this has been mentioned a number of times in the past, but 
funding priorities changed with different Governments and it was never progressed 
through the Roads Programme).  
 
Having spoken to Cllr Maudlin a few days ago regarding another matter, she mentioned 
the wish of some members of the community to close the gap at New Road  – we also 
discussed this at the meeting on 19 March. Whilst I do not feel that this would be 
possible at this time, it may be something to consider in future years. However I would 
be interested to know whether the gap at Orchard Road is well-used or would benefit 
from being closed. Cllr Maudlin mentioned that she had heard from a number of 
residents that they would like to see it closed for safety reasons – if you agree that this 
is the case, I will speak to Amey (our new contractor and ask them to investigate 
whether this is viable or not.  
 
At the meeting on 19 March, we also discussed the recent addition of average safety 
cameras further north up the A1 at Southoe. I have now instructed Amey (our new 
contractor) to investigate the potential of average speed cameras through Beeston and 
Sandy. They should report back to me shortly and I will let you know the outcome.  
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Following the meeting, my telephone call with Cllr Maudlin and my meeting with the 
SG19 safety group, I have also instructed Amey to investigate the use of pedestrian 
barriers along the footpath at Beeston, however having had a brief look at the location, I 
am unsure whether there is room for them to be installed. Again, I will let you know the 
outcome of this. 
 
I have also recently been asked to review the need to formalise the footpath between 
the Bus Stop on the south bound A1 and New Road. Having discussed this with Ben 
King at CBC and also a brief chat with Cllr Maudlin, this is not a scheme I will pursue 
(however I thought you would like to be aware of this in case it comes up in discussions 
at the Town Council). The reasons for my decision is that the bus stop is linked to the 
footpath that crosses the meadow to the Baulk. I understand from CBC that this 
footpath is likely to be improved in the future to provide a safer access to ultimately 
Sandy train station. I also feel that improving the footpath, may lead to an increase of 
pedestrian movements alongside the A1 to New Road sandy which is not something 
either myself or CBC would support on the grounds of safety. One further reason for not 
improving the footpath is that there is no footpath along New Road for it to link to. I 
understand from CBC that there are no plans to create one. 
 
One further piece of information that will be of interest to you is that following my 
meeting CBC, I understand they will be signing the Town Centre from the London Road 
junction with the A1. As you will be aware, the HA has a sign on the A1 which tells 
motorists to travel down London Road to access Sandy, however when you are on 
London Road there is no further signage to inform you which way to go. CBC are 
planning to install a sign to direct motorists to the Town Centre. However I am unclear 
on timescales for this, but if you need further information then please speak to Ben 
King. 
 
Finally, I would like to thank you for inviting me to your meeting and would welcome the 
continued dialogue between us to ensure that the Highways Agency supports you in 
making the A1 as safe as possible for your community. I also should apologise for Eric 
Cooper who was unable to attend the meeting on the 12 May, however if you would like 
to meet up again to discuss any of the issues I have raised, then please feel free to give 
me a call.  
 
 
Yours sincerely 

 
 
 
Jenny Volp 
ADT - Area 8 
Email: jenny.volp@highways.gsi.gov.uk 


